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Today, House of Ruth Maryland is a national leader providing 
life-saving services for victims of intimate partner violence and 
their children. We are recognized for pioneering programs that  
are inspired by the voices of victims, backed by comprehensive  
research, and validated by outcomes data. 

Since our founding in 1977 more than 100,000 survivors have 
turned to House of Ruth Maryland for safe haven from violence  
at the hands of intimate partners. But providing sanctuary, while 
crucial, won’t stop the problem at its source. Instead, we have to 
reach the men who have been abusive in their relationships and 
challenge all of the attitudes and behaviors that allow them to  
think this violence is their privilege. And we have to challenge  
the cultures, organizations, and communities that support men 
who abuse in this belief.  This work will require a highly visible, 
easily accessible location that is open to the public, where we can 
function in partnership with others in the community to hold  
each perpretrator accountable for his actions while providing  
the assistance that will help prevent further violence.

To accomplish this step, we must bring intimate partner violence out of the shadows.  
We must develop a Community Engagement Center with “House of Ruth Maryland”  
prominently displayed on the building.  The Center will serve as a statement, loud and clear, 
that the greater Baltimore community can come together to triumph over violence in our 
homes. It’s a bold next move in a long and challenging journey, where we will honor the  
heroic resonance of survivors’ narratives by stepping out of the shadows with them. 
I invite you to stand with House of Ruth Maryland at this pivotal moment in our history, 
support the campaign for our new Community Engagement Center, and be an integral part 
of the solution to end intimate partner violence. 

Executive Director,

Sandi Timmins

House of Ruth Maryland leads the fight to end violence 

against women and their children by confronting the  

attitudes, behaviors and systems that perpetuate it, and  

by providing victims with the services necessary to  

rebuild their lives safely and free of fear.

One day soon every  

woman in Maryland will  

be safe in her own home.

Our Vision: 

Our Mission: Letter From Our  
Executive Director
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While House of Ruth Maryland’s  
service record for victims is  
unimpeachable, we have never been 
able to reach or serve every victim, 
and we never will. To realize our  
vision that “…one day soon, every 
woman in Maryland will be safe in 
her own home” we must open our 
doors, invite the community into our 
House, and stimulate discussions 
that increase community  
engagement, dispel myths, confront 
entrenched attitudes, and help  
people understand that building 
more shelters for battered women 
will never be a permanent solution to 
intimate partner violence.

We cannot do this in our victim  
service locations because shelter and  
counseling sites are confidential and  
access by the public is limited.   

The Solution: A House of Ruth 
Maryland Community  
Engagement Center  

To proudly display House of Ruth Maryland’s 

name on a Community Engagement Center 

where all of Maryland can come together 

to force intimate partner violence out of the 

shadows, illuminate its causes, and focus on 

its prevention, so that every woman will be 

safe in her own home.
The result?  We, along with the  
victims we serve, are tucked away 
and hidden from public view.  The 
need?  Come out of the shadows and 
forge relationships and partnerships, 
work collaboratively, and share with 
the community the moral  
responsibility of eradicating intimate 
partner violence. 

The solution?   
A House of Ruth 

Maryland Community 
Engagement Center, 
accessible and highly 
visible in Baltimore 
City where we can 

work, hand-in-hand, 
with the community.
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Focusing on the Behavior  
of Perpetrators

From the beginning, House of Ruth 
Maryland has recognized the  
importance of working with  
perpetrators of abuse to stop the cycle 
of violence. Victims’ voices are brought 
into abuse intervention groups by  
facilitators every day, challenging more 
than 400 men each year to build 
healthy, non-violent intimate  
relationships.  Eighty-five percent 
of these men are fathers and their 
children all too often witness their 
violent behavior.  We recognize that 
because of their violence their children 
are at an increased risk for emotional, 
developmental, and behavioral  
dysfunction, and are likely to continue 
the cycle of abuse.  

Through our Gateway Project, abusers 
participate in a 28-week curriculum, 
designed to meet the specific  
challenges of the low-income, urban 
male.  The curriculum works with  
abusers to identify their issues with 
abusive behavior and teaches skills for 
healthy relationships and alternatives 
to violence.  While not successful with 
all attenders, many abusers do complete 
the program.  “It’s not just domestic  
violence, it’s life itself. You realize what 
you did wrong and how to fix yourself 
when you are here.”  This project would 
be an integral part of our work at the 
Community Engagement Center.

“It’s not just domestic 
violence, it’s life itself. 
You realize what you 
did wrong and how to 
fix yourself when you 
are here.”

 – House of Ruth Maryland Gateway Participant
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Echoing the Voices of Victims  
in Our Programs 

Feedback from victims House of Ruth 
Maryland serves echoes the voices of 
lower-income women of color who  
participated in “listening sessions”  
conducted in 2011 by the U.S.  
Department of Justice Office on  
Violence Against Women.
 
Their plea: Consider their experiences 
as victims of intimate partner violence 
within the full context of their lives and 
provide supportive social programming 
to abusers to address the unique  
challenges facing men of color.

They want the abuse to stop, but aren’t 
necessarily ready to end their  
relationship with their abuser.
 

They want to be safe, but want to stay in 
their homes and in their communities. 
  

They want to protect their children, but 
aren’t prepared to cut them off from 
their fathers. 
 

They want help for their abusers that 
will relieve some of the stresses in 
their lives and remove the excuses 
often used to explain or minimize their 
violent behavior.   
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House of Ruth Maryland: 40 Years 
in the Forefront: Where We Began 
and Where We are Headed 

Started in 1977 in a row home on Calvert 
street. Now a 23 room/84 bed  
emergency shelter with a state-of-the-
art health clinic on-site, operated by 
JHU School of Nursing.

Emergency Shelter: 

Operate a first-of-its-kind, state-licensed 
developmental and therapeutic  
childcare program. Asked by other  
shelters to create a toolkit to help them 
develop their own childcare programs. 

Children’s Services: 

Started in the late 1978. Today employs 
16 full-time attorneys who represent  
victims seeking  protective orders,  
divorce and child custody, some in 
courthouse offices to provide  
immediate services to victims.

Legal Services: 

Started in 1979 to address the root 
cause – the abuser. Now a national 
leader in Abuse Intervention  
Programming across the country.

Abuse Intervention Services: 

Created due to high demand, the  
institute presents seminars,  
workshops, and technical assistance, 
helping others adopt best practices 
for identifying and assisting victims 
of intimate partner violence. 

Training Institute: 

In 2017, YOU can make this 
the next link in our chain to 
end intimate partner violence.

Community Engagement Center: 

Children’s Center - Ready, Set, Learn!
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• Baltimore City Mayor’s Office on Criminal Justice • Baltimore City Police  
• Baltimore Ravens • Battered Women’s Justice Project • CareFirst • Casa de Esperanza   

• Center for Child and Family Traumatic Stress  • Center for Family Policy & Practice  
• Center for Urban Families • Department of Justice’s Office on Violence Against Women  

• Futures Without Violence • Governor’s Office on Crime Control & Prevention

• Institute on Domestic Violence in the African American Community  
• Kennedy Krieger Institute  • Maryland Department of Mental Health and Hygiene  

• National Institutes of Health • National Resource Center on Domestic Violence  
• Society of Human Resource Managers Texas Council on Family Violence  

• University of Maryland • USA Today • Verizon Foundation  
• White House Initiative for Black Male Achievement



Victim Triage & Service Coordination

The Gateway Project, Abuse Intervention Program

Support Services for Strengthening Families

Childcare and Therapeutic Services for Children

Training Institute

Man Up Initiative Home Base

Volunteer Outreach

Community Meeting Room

A Campaign to Build House of 
Ruth Maryland’s Community  
Engagement Center 

With the extraordinary support of our Board of Directors and staff, 
House of Ruth Maryland is committed to a $6,000,000 fundraising 

campaign to create our Community Engagement Center. 

House of Ruth Maryland  
Community Engagement Center:  
A Look Inside 

Years ago, visionary philanthropists helped House 

of Ruth Maryland expand the number of victims 

we shelter by building the Weinberg Center.   

Today, we are poised to take a pivotal  step to 

break the cycle of violence at its core.  With your 

generous support, we will open the doors to our 

new House and continue to stand at the forefront 

in eradicating intimate partner violence.

-Sandi Timmins

Acquisition, buildout and one-time 
costs to establish operations at this 
new location 

An endowment to sustain programs 
and operations
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www.hruth.org

410-889-0840

/houseofruthmaryland /houseofruthmd /houseofruthmd




